MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THORPE SALVIN PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT ST. PETER’S CHURCH ON Monday 26th July 2021 

Present: Cllrs. Mr J Cox (Chair), Mr A Colclough, Ms M Johnson, Mr M Pearson and Mr M Collingwood.

In Attendance: The Clerk to the Council.
There were no members of the public present.

58/21 Welcome to the public - Comments or questions from members of the public
The Chairman thanked everyone for coming and welcomed the two new councillors he also thanked the clerk for keeping things going.

59/21 To receive any apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Borough Councillors – Emma McClure, Tracey Wilson and Tim Baum-Dixon they have requested we have a Meeting together to consider our issues which was welcomed by Councillors and with the arrangements to be put in hand shortly.  

60/21 To Declare any interests necessary for this meeting and to identify any agenda items from which the press and public should be excluded due to the confidential nature of the business.
There were no declarations of interest.

61/21 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 21st May 2021
The minutes of the meetings held on 21st May, which had previously been circulated to members were confirmed as a true record and were signed by the Chairman.

62/21 Matters Arising

a) Sorby Field - Play Area report and equipment, repairs to play equipment
The last inspection report was discussed and the clerk was asked to chase up about the shackles, councillors will look to getting the bench sorted and the silting was noted.  

b) Ladyfield Road RMBC owned house
This was discussed and the problems brought to the attention of new Councillors, the clerk was asked to check if the new cabinet member is aware of the issues raised previously.

c) Pictoral Village Sign / Calor Rural Community Grant   
The clerk gave an update and is waiting to hear back from Calor to see if we have been successful and if how much we may receive.  Councillors discussed the discretionary grants from Borough Councillors being explored with our new Ward Councillors and whether match funding was an option.  There was a favourable response for our Council providing funding towards the sign on say a matched funding arrangement.

d) Highways/Traffic Speed   - 	
The repairs previously raised are to be done in this financial year and it was suggested other areas could be included, Councillors suggested meeting Ward Councillors and to put notes together for them. The Chairman had continued to lobby for Speed Controls in the Parish contacting the Cabinet Member Dominic Beck

e)  Gate Post to Sorby Field/ Painting of the Small Board near Coronation Garden/ Sign for green board
There has been a problem getting timber for the post, Councillor Johnson will make further enquiries and if unsuccessful extra fencing could be secured to it.  

The board and the sign have been painted, the wrongly orientated sign had now been removed from the frame.  It was proposed by Councillor Johnson that the History of the Village that had been obtained from a resident with interesting facts about the Village be put in the large frame, Councillors will think about what to put in the other frame.
Resolved –Councillors unanimously agreed with putting the history up and to tell the handyman to not to put the sign back up.  The Chairman will contact the sign maker who had provided the sign for Sorby Field to be asked to give us a price.

f) Litter Pick 
Councillors agreed to put this on the list for the Borough Councillors and to try to get Wayne Munro-Smith to provide proposals for dealing with litter.

g) Website - Domain name
Andrew has registered the website profile and now the content needs to be created, the aim is to progress this throughout August. Andrew suggested we purchase a domain name for about £150 - £200.  
Resolved – The Chairman proposed councillors agreed Andrew should go ahead and purchase this and then be reimbursed, seconded by Councillor Johnson and all councillors agreed.

h) Road Sweep
Paul Blagg had quoted £150 and the clerk had requested this be done before Thorpe in Bloom which hadn’t happened in time so councillors requested a sweep in about three weeks.   
Resolved - Councillor Colclough had suggested four cuts a year during the week of 19th July, 18th October, 20th December and 21st March annually with the March one being the free one from Rotherham and the others agreed with Paul Blagg, this was unanimously agreed, the clerk will arrange.

i) Litter Bins – Moving bin and additional bin/ Brown bin for Village Garden
The provision of brown bins has been sorted.
 
The Litter Bin requirement which had been going on for months awaiting Rotherham is to be escalated to see if we can get action as reporting using standard forms does not bring results.  The Chairman agreed to try to progress this with Senior Officers and or Members, the clerk will send the reference number to the Chairman.

j) Old records
These have now been moved to the clerk who is sorting through them.  A file of legal documents for Sorby Field and the Village Garden was passed to the Chairman to read through.

63/21 Planning
a) New Applications
There were no new applications.

There is one ongoing issue being looked into further by the Enforcement Officer.


b) Decisions 
RB2021/0202 Removal of chimney, raising of roof height including dormer windows and canopy at Old Orchard Netherthorpe Road Thorpe Salvin for Mr R Mott – grant conditionally

RB2021/1103 Ward Anston & Woodsetts Case Officer: Trees & Woodlands Application to undertake works to a tree(s) within Thorpe Salvin Conservation Area at Glebe Croft Harthill Road Thorpe Salvin for Mrs White - grant

[bookmark: _Hlk21346643]64/21 New Business
a) Party in the Park
Councillor Johnson is organising this event for residents, there will be a DJ, facepainting and bunting will be put up.  A request was made for £400 towards the cost of a Parish post covid uplifting event.  
Resolved – Councillor Cox proposed we make available up to the £400 considered to be required this was agreed and permission given to use the field

b) Escalation to RMBC for overdue queries and approach to requests to RMBC and follow-up
Councillor Colclough had raised this previously explaining that the contact to raise issues and requests via customer services was not working and suggested we need to report this to the Chief Executive and the Ward Councillors.  The clerk suggested she ask for a list of all contacts of officers at Rotherham and their responsibilities so they can be contacted directly, it was though this would be beneficial. 

c) Footpaths
The dangerous footpath on Little Wood Lane was discussed which is unadopted where the road crosses over the Highway footpath the state of the roads presents a hazard to pedestrians on the highway.  

Slaypit Lane had previously been reported and done but was now as bad.  
Resolved – the Chairman agreed to write on behalf of the council to Mr Roper.

d) Overgrown hedges
The overgrown hedges on Ladyfield Road are causing a problem as it takes two feet off the highway.  This is a bus route and it is not possible for traffic in the opposing direction to pass a bus resulting in vehicle damage or long distances of reversing for drivers. Overgrown conifers were reported at the pub.  
Resolved - the clerk was asked to write and ask Sam Rowley to look at the hedges and also to write to the pub asking them to cut the conifers.

e) Possible Adoption of responsibility for maintaining Pump Corner and the verge outside Sorby Field
It was discussed that RMBC appear only to be cutting the middle of Sorby Field on a fortnightly basis and not cutting the edges and around play equipment as per the contract, Councillor Colclough agreed to contract Andy Roddis of RMBC to seek resolution. 

The Chairman offered to take responsibility for the shrubs on Pump Corner and the clerk would ask RMBC for a price to include Pump Corner in the Sorby Field grass cutting contract. 
Resolved – councillors agreed to progress these actions.




65/21 Finance
a) Bank account /Signatories
The balance of the current account is £11188.96 and Deposit £5112.96.  It was agreed to add the new councillors to the mandate for the bank, the clerk will forward the form.

b) Cheques to be signed
Cheques have been approved for Spectrum £16.65, M Johnson £40, TSPCC £30, J Cox £86.40, RMBC grasscutting £277.50, M Welch £279.48 salary and Expenses £97.59 (Man with van, shredder, mileage audit notice), John Haddon Audit £65, Mark Hickton £150.

c) Audit
The internal audit has been completed.

d) Insurance
A pre-renewal has been received to confirm details.  The Chairman asked about the defibrillator and the clerk was asked to check this was insured.  Councillors will take turns to make the necessary checks reporting to the clerk so that this can be monitored.

66/21 Correspondence

a) Email circulation – Councillors discussed the emails passed on to them and agreed to request the circulars rather than receive them automatically and to receive licensing only when it affects Thorpe Salvin directly.

Correspondence has been circulated.

67/21 	Councillors items for discussion only

68/21 Date of next meeting 

Date of next meeting – 13th September 2021

The meeting closed at 20.50 pm

Signed

