MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THORPE SALVIN PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT ST. PETER’S CHURCH ON MONDAY 13th March 2023

Present: Cllrs. J Cox (Chair), Mr A Colclough, Ms M Johnson and Mr M Collingwood.
In Attendance: Clerk to the Council
Borough Councillor Tim Baum-Dixon
There were four members of the public present.

25/23 Welcome to the public 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

A litter bin was requested for Turner Wood as the place has many visitors and there is not one there – Councillor Baum-Dixon will look into this further and will copy the resident into the email.

[bookmark: _Hlk130363932]The dirt track near the woods off Packman Lane in Harthill Parish used by motorcycles was discussed as it is believed that planning permission may be submitted and residents asked councillors to object.  The clerk was asked to write to the clerk at Harthill to ask if they know anything about it and also to contact Marnie Havard and Dominic Beck.

E-bikes were reported as being a problem as they cannot be heard.  Councillors were asked if cameras could be installed over the whole of the parish and not just Thorpe Salvin.  The cost of the cameras is considerable and without fund raising from residents and obtaining grants the Parish Council would not be able to introduce them but is however exploring sources of funds. The police had said the more people that report it the more likely it is to be looked into.  Residents are asked to phone the police when they see the quad bikes using 999 as it can be a crime in progress.  The Woodsetts cameras are helping as are the Neighbourhood Watch group and the Whats App group, a flyer is to go out to everyone in the village with the newsletter.

Councillor Johnson joined the meeting at 7.30pm

Councillors were asked about the frame for Thorpe in Bloom, the frame is ready to be fixed but needed fixings and the labour to fix it, the Chairman will chase this up.

Councillors were asked about the boxing round the village sign, a resident felt it affected the sign visually and it was explained that it was not considered unsatisfactory it was there to protect the sign from dogs.

Councillors were asked about the proposed path by Sorby Field, how water might be disposed and whether the soil dug up could be used as a further deterrent to access, the Chairman offered to visit the area with the resident.

26/23 To receive any apologies for absence.
There were apologies from Alexander Stafford MP who had been recalled to a vote on a bill and from Councillor M Johnson who will arrive as soon as she can.

27/23 To declare any interests necessary for this meeting and to identify any agenda items from which the press and public should be excluded due to the confidential nature of the business.
The chairman declared an interest in Mark Hickton items.

28/23 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6th February 2023
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th February, which had previously been circulated to members were confirmed as a true record and were signed.

29/23 Matters Arising
a) Vacancy on the Council
An application has been received and Councillors suggested the councillor be co-opted at the next meeting. 

b) Clerk Vacancy
The applications received have been circulated and three interviews arranged and confirmed for 20th March.

c) Sorby Field - Play Area report, repairs to play equipment/safety matting, moles, hedge
Councillor Colclough reported that we are still waiting for Rotherham to do the work requested.  Moles were reported as still being a problem and the clerk was asked to chase this up.  The tree issue has been looked at and councillors agreed that it was not a concern.  The chafer bug has got hold and advice has been sought from Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council who have identified a treatment they can apply in summer, they have asked for details of the size of the field.  The Chairman suggested traps could be placed in the trees, the clerk raised concerns about safety.

The bench work including the bolt has been completed.

Quotes had been obtained for play equipment, grants would be required.

d) Form for funding
This was discussed and grant applications for funds will need to be drafted.

30/23 Planning
a) New Applications
RB2023/0258 - Conversion of barn to holiday cottage and erection of stable block at Barn North East of Common Road Thorpe Salvin – This application was submitted to Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council within only a few weeks of the last one being received and refused and is a new application which the Parish Council and residents need to consider. Councillors pointed out that this matter had been going on for 16 or so years and that it was time the matter was effectively dealt with. Councillors unanimously agreed to object to this application.

RB2023/0308 Creation of new parking bay and perimeter dwarf stone wall - 5 Little Wood Lane Thorpe Salvin – Councillors agreed to do nothing about this application.

There was some discussion about other structures erected inappropriately without permission in the Green Belt.

b) Decisions
RB2022/1841 Conversion of barn to holiday cottage and erection of stable block at Barn North East of Common Road Thorpe Salvin – refused

RB2022/1624 Work at The Grange – granted conditionally.
c) Structure in the paddock
This is being dealt with by planners.

[bookmark: _Hlk21346643]31/23 New Business
a) Coronation – Event, Portaloo
Councillor Johnson reported that an event has been arranged on 7th May for the village to be held in the church and asked if the council would fund a portaloo outside the church, this was seconded by Councillor Colclough and unanimously agreed.

b) Litter Pick
Councillors agreed to arrange this after the road sweep on Sunday 16th April, the clerk was asked to request the equipment as before and Councillor Johnson will check with the pub if the waste can be collected from there.
32/23 Finance
a) Bank account 
The balance in the current account is £8752.87 and deposit £5131.46.

b) Cheques to be signed
M Welch £341.10, HMRC £33.27, Spectrum £35.65 and M Welch expenses £79.80.

c) Audit
Accounts have been circulated to councillors.  Resolved – Councillor Colclough proposed the Chairman sign the external audit exemption when it is received, seconded by Councillor Collingwood and agreed.

33/23 Parish Projects
a) Road Safety
Councillor Baum-Dixon gave an update on the road safety projects, the safety team will now decide which projects to pick.  Priorities for road projects were discussed and Councillors Colclough, Johnsons and Collingwood agreed to follow these up as soon as possible.  Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council had produced a list of Measures that could be adopted to improve road safety. 

b) CCTV
Quotations have been received and were discussed along with the ongoing £3600 a year running costs.  This will be discussed with Woodsetts to see how they manage it.

The Chairman had already gone back to request costings if the Parish Council was going to be asked to contribute to the measures and listed them provisionally in possible order.  Councillors Colclough and Collingwood were asked to consider these as well and the possible priority .  The Chairman had added a further suggestion relating to defining traffic priority in the narrow area of the Church which would see vehicles entering the Village having to give way to those leaving and may be a low cost measure. 

The three Improvement projects that the Parish Council are hoping to introduce when and only if grant assistance is forthcoming:-

Road Safety including the Sorby Field Path
Additional Play Equipment 
A CCTV System 
 
Councillors agreed they will need significant grant support for all the projects and when they become available the council will be able to act quickly.

34/23 Report by Borough Councillors
Councillor Baum-Dixon reported on the Rural Crime meetings.   The Council tax increase was discussed.

35/23 Correspondence
Correspondence had been circulated.

36/23 Councillors items for discussion only.

37/23 Date of next meeting 2023
Meetings were provisionally arranged for 17th April and 15th May.

The meeting closed at 8.40p.m.
